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Welcome to the latest edition of Newsflash for this academic year. 

 

The right edition! 

 

Apologies for the confusion prior to the half term break when the wrong edition of Newsflash was 

emailed out to parents and carers by mistake. Unfortunately Edition 7 from the last academic year 

was attached to the email rather than Edition 7 from this academic year. Thank you to those parents 

and carers who contacted the Academy on the Friday to point out the error and then again on 

Monday to thank us for the text and to confirm that they had now received right copy. Please check 

that the date at the top of this page says 2016 and not 2015! 

 

A very important half term 

 

I hope that all our students enjoyed their half term break and have returned to the Academy well 

rested and well prepared for the next seven weeks leading up to Christmas. This, of course, will be a 

particularly important time for our Year 11 students who will start their pre public exams on 

November 14th. I hope that they have spent time revising over the half term holiday and that they 

feel confident and well prepared. This is an equally important time for the other year groups too; 

excellent attendance and hard work are essential if students are to progress and succeed. Well done 

to Mikey Ward, Taliya Nash and Chloe Clark who have already made a good start to this half term 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪΩ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ aŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ    

  

GCSE Grades 

 

Whilst parents and carers of students in Year 11 will be aware of the changes that have been made 

to the way that GCSE examinations are graded, many other parents and carers may not be. Up until 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜȄŀƳǎ ƛƴ нлмсΣ ŀƭƭ D/{9 ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŀŘŜŘ from A* to A, B, C, D, E, F and then G. 

Colleges and employers identified a grade C or above as a ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊ ŀ ΨƘƛƎƘŜǊΩ D/{9 Ǉŀǎǎ ƎǊŀŘŜΣ ǎƻ ŀƴ 

entry requirement of 5 higher GCSE grades including English and Maths meant a grade C or above in 

English, Maths and three other subjects.  

 

This system is now changing and a new grading system based on numbers is being introduced. The 

number system goes from a pass grade of a Grade 1 to the highest pass grade of a Grade 9. 

Information from the Department for Education describes a Grade 4 on the new system as the 

ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōƻǊŘŜǊƭƛƴŜ DǊŀŘŜ / ŀƴŘ ŀ DǊŀŘŜ р ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǊ ΨǎŜŎǳǊŜΩ DǊŀŘŜ / 

on the old system. There may well be some confusion this year as, in 2017, English and Maths will be 
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graded on the new system of numbers with the remaining subjects graded on the old system from 

A* to G! From 2018, all subjects will be graded on the new system of numbers. Further information 

on the entry requirements for College courses in 2017 can be found in GCSE Countdown. 

 

Billy Elliot 

 

Rehearsals are continuing for the Academy production of Billy Elliot which will take place at the 

beginning of December. Tickets are on sale from Monday at Student Services and further 

information can be found inside Newsflash. The Academy productions really are outstanding and I 

hope that as many of you as possible will be able to attend one of the performances.  

 

Thank you for reading Newsflash and, as usual, I hope you have a relaxing weekend. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mr P. Wilson 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Year 11, you are now 8 weeks into your final year and there are only 23 school weeks left, just 115 

days in school, until your first GCSE exam. 

 

Remember that your pre public exams will take place in the week beginning Monday 14th November 

as detailed below:  

         

Date 

 

Morning session Afternoon session 

Mon 14th November 

 

Maths and French Spanish 

Tues 15th November English, Music, Applied Business and 

Health and Social Care 

P.E. 

Weds 16th November 

 

Maths and Geography Catering 

Thurs 17th November Maths and English Literature Dance, Computing and Product 

Design 

Fri 18th November 

 

Science History 

      

Thorough preparation for your pre public exams is essential if you are committed to meeting and 

exceeding your target grades next summer. 

 

Recording Days took place this week for students studying GCSE Music. We hope that the days went 

well and that all students are happy with their performance.  

GCSE COUNTDOWN 
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The GCSE French Speaking Exams also took place this week and we hope that these went well too. 

The Spanish Speaking Exams will take place in the week beginning Monday 7th November. As with 

GCSE French, these assessments make up 15% of the final mark and make a significant contribution 

to your final grade. 

 

Intervention days have also taken place this week in Performing Arts and Geography and staff hope 

that the students involved found the additional time and support useful. 

 

College entry requirements 

 

We have received details of the entry requirements for the different levels of study at local Sixth 

Form Colleges. It is likely these will be the same at all colleges across Manchester and, indeed, 

England.  

 

¶ Students wishing to access XL A Level provision for the highest achievers will need to achieve 

a Grade 7 in either English or Maths and not lower than a Grade 5 in the other. In addition, 

students will need to achieve a Grade A in six other subjects too.        

 

¶ Other students applying to take A Levels will need a Grade 5 in English and a Grade 4 in 

Maths as well as two other subjects at Grade B and a further two subjects at Grade C or 

above. It is likely that you will need to achieve the minimum of a Grade 5 or a Grade B in any 

of the subjects you wish to study at A Level. Although a Grade 4 in Maths will allow you to 

start A Level provision, it is likely that you will be asked to re-sit the exam to try and improve 

your grade to at least a Grade 5.      

 

¶ Students taking a mixed programme of an A Level and 2 BTEC Certificates, or students taking 

3 BTEC Certificates, will need a Grade 5 in English and a Grade 4 in Maths as well as three 

other subjects at Grade C or above. Again, it is likely that students achieving Grade 4 in 

Maths will be asked to re-sit the exam to improve their grade to at least a Grade 5.      

 

¶ Students taking a Level 3 Vocational Study Programme will need a Grade 4 in English and a 

Grade 3 in Maths as well as three other subjects at Grade C or above. Students taking a Level 

2 Vocational Study Programme will need a Grade 3 in English and a Grade 3 in Maths as well 

as three other subjects at Grade D or above. In both cases, it is likely that students achieving 

a Grade 3 in English or Maths will be asked to re-sit the subject and try to improve their 

grade. 
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Droylsden Academy hosts the Attestation Ceremony for Greater Manchester Police who welcome 

101 new Police Officers to their ranks. The event was witnessed by the Chief Constable of GMP, local 

Magistrates, the Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner for Greater Manchester, the Mayor of 

Tameside and many other Senior Officers. Students from the Academy serve refreshments and 

provide entertainment for our guests and their friends and families. 

 

 
The Academy holds a Standardisation and Moderation week to consider the work and progress of 

students in Year 7. 

 

The Assembly theme for the week is Charity with a particular emphasis on the World Challenge and 

the Willow Wood Hospice.  

 
 
 

 
 

Tickets for Billy Elliot are now on sale from 

Student Services. There will be three public 

performances which will take place on 

Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th 

December.  

 

Tickets are priced at £5 for adults and £3.50 

for children and concessions. Alternatively, 

you can buy a family ticket for two adults and 

two children at a cost of £12. 

 

BILLY ELLIOT TICKETS GO ON SALE! 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Congratulations to Mikey Ward in Year 8,  Taliya Nash in Year 8 and Chloe Clark in Year 10 who have 

been nominated for thƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΗ     

 

Mikey has been nominated by the English Department as he has excelled in class this week and gone 

above and beyond in making his own notes independently. He has also made some great 

contributions to class discussions. 

 

Taliya has been nominated by the Maths Department as she works really hard in her lessons and 

always makes excellent independent notes to help her revise and improve her skills when the class 

are going over their work. Taliya always completes homework to a high standard and it is clear that 

she completes additional work in her own time to secure herself the very best results she can. Taliya 

is a shining example of a hard working student and Mr Tiley is confident that she will continue to be 

an excellent and committed Mathematician in the future.  

Chloe Clark has been nominated by the Science Department having achieved the highest mark on 

the standard exam paper for the whole of Year 10, a stunning 83%! Her bookwork is always of a 

superb standard and she works hard in every single lesson. Her recent work on the osmosis practical 

was particularly impressive. 

 

 

   
Well done to all three of our winners and keep up the good work!  

 
 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK  
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Congrŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ IŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 

celebration of achievement: 

 

 Joshua Barton     Xiu Huang     Lily Climance     Ali Al Dalaty      
Sophie Owen     Owain Smith     Stan Mills      

Zainab Sarwar     Freja Horan   
 

 

 

Josh is a valued member of his Form who, as well as always having a smile on his face, has impressed 

his Form Tutor with his politeness, hard work and honesty. Xiu also models the Academy values of 

politeness, hard work and honesty every day and has had a great start to Year 7. Well done to Lily 

and Ali who have both had excellent starts to the year too and who both have outstanding conduct 

records. Stan and Zainab are described as excellent students by their year team and both have 100% 

attendance, excellent punctuality and no behaviour points. Finally, well done to Freja who has 

achieved 36 Pride points so far this year, 100% attendance and no late marks.       

 

The students who have been invited ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ Elliot Davey and Izzy Phillips from 

Year 7, Sadie Samways and Joseph Keenan from Year 8, Clinton Odesile and Mia Linney from Year 9, 

Kyle Dowling and Pearl Slate from Year 10 and Scott Morrison Wolley and Holly Davies from Year 11.  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŜǿǎŦƭŀǎƘΦ 

 

HEADTEACHER’S CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT  
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The Reading Passport is a competition to see which students can read the most books each half 

term. The first winners for this academic year are Nancy Armoh and Natalie Wu, from Year 7, and 

Daniel McGuiness, from Year 8, who all read 9 books which is more than one each week!  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ΨCareers & Aspirations Evening’ for students in Years 9, 10 and 11 on 

Tuesday 8th November. This is an opportunity for them, and you, to speak to a wide range of local 

employers, colleges, universities and training providers, all offering an insight into the world of work 

and education. The event allows young people to begin planning their post 16 provision. The 

Academy will be open between 4.00pm and 7.00pm, please drop in at a time that is convenient for 

you.  

 

!ƭƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 

records. Please check, amend and return the sheet as soon as possible. It is really important that 

parents and carers return this information so that we can update our records and ensure that the 

details we have about your child are accurate.  

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
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Students from the AcadŜƳȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ Ψ! aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ 
as part of the National Shakespeare Schools Festival on Tuesday 8th November. 
 

¸ŜŀǊ фΣ мл ŀƴŘ мм 5ǊŀƳŀ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ¢ǊǳŜΩ ƻƴ 

Wednesday 9th November. 

 

Year 9 students will be visiting Jodrell Bank on Wednesday 16th November.    

 

¸ŜŀǊ ф ŀƴŘ мл 5ǊŀƳŀ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ψ.ƭƻƻŘ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ мсth 

November. 

 

The Awards Evening for the Class of 2016 will be held on Thursday 17th November. 

 

There will be a Parent/Carer Evening for parents and carers of Year 7 students where they can meet 

with Form Tutors on Thursday 24th November. 

 

The Academy will break up for the Christmas Holiday on Tuesday 20th December. 

 
 

 

²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ т ōƻȅΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ ƻƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ !ƭŘŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

High School 2-1, courtesy of two goals from Festus Uchechukwu Chale. Had it not been for a superb 

display from the Alder goalkeeper, the score line would have been much more convincing as the 

boys played some brilliant attacking football and made a number of chances. Well done boys! 

ARTS’ AND SPORTS’ ROUND UP 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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The after school Fitness Suite Club is proving 

very popular with boys and girls from all age 

groups. The fitness suite has had a complete 

makeover over the summer  with a whole 

new set of rowing machines and spinning 

bikes, more cross trainers and treadmills as 

well as our brand new rig complete with 

battle ropes, kettlebells, punch bags and 

monkey bars! For any students interested in 

attending, sessions run on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays (girls only) and Thursdays and 

you must have full Academy PE kit and 

trainers. 

 

Good luck ǘƻ ƻǳǊ Ψbƻ [ƛƳƛǘǎΩ tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !Ǌǘǎ /ƭǳō ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ Ψ! aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 

5ǊŜŀƳΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¢ƘŜatre, as part of the National Shakespeare Schools Festival, next Tuesday. 

Tickets are available from the Box Office and your support would be welcome. 

   


