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LETTER FROM MR WILSON
Welcome to the latest edition of Newsflash.
Awards Evening
This Thursday we held our Awards Evening for the Class of 2016, the Year Group who left us last
summer. I hope that our ex-students enjoyed the evening as much as I did. It was lovely to see them
again and hear about their progress and plans for the future; I look forward to hearing more about
their successes and achievements in the years to come. Congratulations to the many students who
received awards for their endeavour, progress and attainment.
Winter is coming
After a lovely late Indian summer, Autumn has arrived this week with cold, wet and windy weather.
Students will still be required to go outside over lunchtime, unless it is raining, and, with winter
approaching, students should think about bringing their coats for the lunch break and, of course,
travelling to and from the Academy in the morning and after school. There are still a range of
activities available every lunch time for those students who wish to stay inside.
With winter approaching, all schools must plan for the possibility of snow and the disruption that
this brings. Please refer to the article inside this week’s edition of Newsflash which outlines our
procedures should the need for any closure arise.
Lunch time
Lunch time is now working very well. The availability of rooms for packed lunches has taken the
pressure off the dining room and all students who buy a meal now have the room and time, and an
orderly environment, in which they can sit down and enjoy it. All year groups have now finished their
lunch well before the end of the lunch break when the bell sounds for the beginning of Period 5.
Thank you to all our students for working with the staff who are on duty and following the
procedures and routines in place.
The start to the day
As you are probably aware, the Academy building is open from 7.30am and it is always pleasing to
see students arriving from 7.15am onwards and waiting to get in! Some students come for early
revision and study sessions and others come simply to meet and have breakfast with friends. On
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some mornings, there can be up to 400 students in the Dining Room by 8.00am and there is always a
really calm and happy atmosphere, a wonderful start to the day.
Thank you for reading Newsflash and, as usual, I hope you have an enjoyable weekend.
Best wishes
Mr P. Wilson
Headteacher
GCSE COUNTDOWN
Year 11, you are now 10 weeks into your final year and there are only 21 school weeks left, just
105 days in school, until your first GCSE exam.
We hope that you prepared thoroughly for your pre public exams and that they have gone well. The
pre public exams are designed to help you prepare for your GCSE exams in the summer and it is
important that you take anything and everything away from the experience that you can, the things
that have gone well and any lessons you have learnt. Ensure that you listen carefully to the feedback
that you get from your subject staff and use this advice and guidance to plan and progress.
Although your pre public exams are over, the next four weeks leading up to Christmas are absolutely
crucial if you are to meet and exceed your targets. Please do not think for one moment that you can
take your foot of the accelerator pedal, this should now be flat down and firmly on the floor for the
next six months which will be crucial in deciding your immediate future opportunities when you
leave the Academy.

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK
The theme for Assemblies this week, across the Academy,
focuses on the unacceptable issue of Bullying. Please refer
to the article inside this week’s edition of Newsflash for
further information.
The Academy holds an Awards Evening for the ‘Class of
2016’.
Year 11 students visit Manchester Road Nursery as part of
their GCSE Health and Social Care course.
Students studying GCSE Catering watch a demonstration of
Chinese cooking from a top Chinese Chef.

Performing Arts GCSE students visit the Lowry to
watch a production of ‘Blood Brothers’.
Year 8 students take part in a production and
performance of ‘Killed’ with a touring theatre
company. A report will appear in next week’s
edition of Newsflash.
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ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
Although bullying can be an issue in all schools, it is never acceptable. Evidence from our students
and from OFSTED would suggest that bullying is less common at Droylsden than many other schools;
it would also suggest students feel that, when bullying does occur, it is dealt with appropriately.
Whilst we are always concerned at any incidents of bullying, we are pleased that students feel
confident that there is help available when there are problems.
This week is national Anti-Bullying Week and the issue has been discussed at Assemblies and in Form
Time. Students have been reminded that they must report any incidents of bullying so that we can
deal with it; ignoring an incident of bullying will not make it go away. We have, hopefully, also
reassured students that we will always discuss with them the best way of dealing with an incident so
that we can resolve it in a way that they are comfortable with.
In support of Anti-Bullying Week we are encouraging all
students to take part in a National ‘Power for Good’
competition by designing a message or campaign to
highlight the issues around around this unpleasant
topic. Students can design a gadget, draw a picture,
write a story, make an audio or visual recording or even
shoot a short film to get their message across.
Staff are also running a Bullying awareness programme
which is designed to highlight the consequences of
bullying and encourage those who attend to be a
‘power for good’ in helping to prevent bullying instead
of getting involved.
We all have the right to be happy and safe at school; if you are being bullied, either speak to a
member of staff or use DART, our on-line confidential reporting system, so that, together, we can
sort it out.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR CLOSURE IN THE EVENT OF BAD WEATHER
Whilst the Academy will always do everything it can to stay open there may, unfortunately, be
occasions when we have to close.
If a decision to close the Academy is made before the start of the school day, then a text message
will be sent to all parents and carers informing them of the closure. A message will also be put on
the Academy website and on local radio stations.
If we have to close during the day and send children home, then a text will be sent to all parents and
carers before the students are dismissed. Students will also be given a letter to take home before
they leave, a message will be added to the website and a tweet sent out accordingly. We would
always look after a child if he or she had nowhere to go.
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AWARDS EVENING
Congratulations to the many students who received subject awards for their endeavour, progress
and attainment at our Awards Evening for the Class of 2016. A special mention must go to the
following students who were nominated for special Academy Awards:
Keenan Chambers who received the Award for Endeavour;
Jeanette Cissay who received the Award for Resilience;
Will Clare and Kaiynath Rabnawaz who both received Awards for Academic Excellence;
Sami Sakhi who received the Award for Outstanding Progress; and
Eleanor Mortimer and Jeel Shukla who both received Awards for Academic Achievement.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to Harry Ackers in Year 10, Saffron Rutter in Year 10 and Mohammed Al-Khatib in
Year 11 who have been nominated for this week’s awards!
Mohammed has been nominated by the Science Department as he works extremely hard in every
lesson. He has prepared well for his pre public exams and works through past papers and revision
questions at every opportunity. He also studies mark schemes effectively and can identify exactly
what he needs to do to improve his answers.
Saffron has been nominated by the Maths Department as she always completes the work set in
record time and is ready and prepared to take on additional more challenging tasks. This week,
Saffron worked independently on Algebraic fractions, as extension work, achieving a grade 7/8,
whilst other students completed their work on solving linear equations. Saffron has a fantastic
attitude, she is always focussed and resilient and a great student to teach.
Harry has been nominated by the English Department for the hard work and progress made this half
term. Mr Dalrymple, Harry’s English teacher was particularly impressed by the work he has
completed on the novel ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’.
DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD

Students in the group have now chosen their activities from those on
offer this term. These activities include learning Sign Language,
developing their skills in Technology, learning German as an additional
Modern Foreign Language or supporting younger students as part of the
‘Buddy’ reading group scheme, or, indeed, taking part in any of the
other established extra-curricular clubs that run after school. Having
devised their own individualised programme, students are now logging
the hours they complete so that they can sign off each activity as they
finish it. All the participants are also attending a short meeting after
school each Wednesday for an update on progress and to plan their next
steps in completing the Award.

HEADTEACHER’S CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT
There was no Headteacher Celebration of Achievement last Friday as Mr Wilson was attending a
conference in London. The students who have been invited to attend this Friday, and who will
appear in next week’s Newsflash, are: Dominic Baird, Nancy Armoh, Connor Downend, Elizabeth
Joel, Ryan Simpson, Omogbolahan Junaid, Sophie Fulton and Cavan White.
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MATHS BATTLE!

The first ‘Maths Battle’ of the year will commence next week,
on Friday 25th November, in the Atrium. The Battle will be
between 9XE and 9YE who will play for the Maths Battle
trophy. Pupils from all year groups are invited to come along
and support their Half Year Group. May the best team win!

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES
All parents will have received a copy of their child’s Personal Details which we currently hold on our
records. Please check, amend and return the sheet as soon as possible. It is really important that
parents and carers return this information so that we can update our records and ensure that the
details we have about your child are accurate.
Tickets for Billy Elliot are now on sale from Student
Services. There will be three public performances
which will take place on Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th
and Thursday 8th December.
Tickets are priced at £5 for adults and £3.50 for
children and concessions. Alternatively, you can buy a
family ticket for two adults and two children at a cost
of £12.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

There will be a Parent/Carer Evening for parents and carers of Year 7 students, where they can meet
with Form Tutors, on Thursday 24th November.
The Academy will break up for the Christmas Holiday on Tuesday 20th December.
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ARTS’ AND SPORTS’ ROUND UP

The National Theatre Connections Festival ‘Blog’
Students have been devising the Overture in the theatre style of ‘Frantic Assembly’. They worked
really well as an ensemble and with little input needed from the Director. The Lighting Team met
with Mr Turnbull to discuss effective ways of lighting the storyline and ensure that it complemented
and enhanced the theme of the performance, whilst the Stage Management Team began to prepare
a ‘props’ list.
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