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LETTER FROM MR WILSON
Welcome to this week’s edition of Newsflash
Competing with the very best
Last week I had the opportunity to visit four outstanding schools in and around London, Mossbourne
Academy, King Solomon Academy, ‘School 21’ and Harrow. Mossbourne Academy and King Solomon
Academy have similar intakes to ours and are situated in the boroughs of Hackney and Marylebone
respectively, School 21 is a school at the cutting edge of educational research and philosophy and
Harrow is, of course, one of the top public schools in the World. As different as the four schools are,
one thing that they all have in common is the astonishing progress that their students make. They
are truly ‘great schools’, all achieving astonishing outcomes and, in some cases, against all the odds
with students from some very challenging and disadvantaged communities.
Excellent schools around the country, and indeed the world, share many similarities. First and
foremost, there is always a culture of “no excuses, you can do it”. Similarly, there is strong discipline
and an absolute insistence on the basics of politeness, honesty and a real work ethic. Most
importantly, in every one of these schools, the expectations placed on staff and students are sky
high. The other similarity that all excellent schools have is a strong bond between home and school
and the absolute support of parents.
Whilst I was impressed by the schools I visited, there was nothing I saw that left me feeling that we
cannot compete with the very best. We are a rapidly improving school and I am absolutely certain
our staff and our students have the talent, drive, determination and the capacity to reach the
highest of standards.
Christmas is coming
We are now only four weeks away from the end of term and I’m sure everyone is looking forward to
Christmas. Our expectations, however, of staff and students, will remain sky-high, as usual, and
lessons will run absolutely as normal up until the day we break up. People sometimes think schools
“relax” towards the end of a term; this is not the case, your child’s learning is too important for that.
Thank you for reading Newsflash and, as usual, I hope you have a good weekend.
Best wishes
Mr P. Wilson Headteacher

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work

GCSE COUNTDOWN
Year 11, you are now 11 weeks into your final year and there are only 20 school weeks left, just
100 days in school, until your first GCSE exam.
Remember, compulsory ‘Lesson 6’ study sessions are still running in a number of subjects up until
the end of term as detailed below.
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Subjects running on that evening
Photography
Applied Business Studies
Catering and IT
Art, Geography and History

A new Lesson 6 timetable will be drawn up for the start of the Spring Term. Each student will be
given a personalised timetable which will target the subjects where they will benefit from additional
time and support. Attending Lesson 6 will improve your child’s GCSE grades and the opportunities
open to them when they leave the Academy.

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK
The Academy holds a Year 7 Parent Teacher Evening, ‘Securing Success for 2021’, to look at the
progress that our new students are making. We hope that parents, carers and the students
themselves found the evening useful and informative.
The Chess Club challenge their teachers to the first of their ‘Staff versus Students’ Chess Evenings.
Mr Wilson was paired against Ross Evans and was less than forthcoming about the result. Others
present at the evening revealed that Mr Wilson didn’t win and that the match did not end in a draw
either.

Year 11 students attend a GCSE Drama ‘Masterclass’.
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Year Councils meet to discuss the progress they are making against their year group Action Plan.
Staff hold a Standardisation and Moderation week to consider the work and progress of Year 11
students.
Year 8 students watch a live performance of a World War One play called ‘Killed’, produced and
performed by the Looking Glass Touring Theatre Company. The Play is based on a true story about a
soldier from Manchester. The Theatre Company were delighted to bring the play ‘home’ to
Manchester for the first time and commented on what an attentive and polite audience the Year 8
students were. As well as watching the performance, the students had the opportunity to take part
in a Question and Answer session with the Actors and the Director and found out more about the
War and the production techniques used in staging the performance.
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HEADTEACHER’S CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to the following students who attended last week’s Headteacher’s celebration of
achievement:

Sophie Fulton Dominic Baird Ryan Simpson
Nancy Armoh Omogbolahan Junaid Connor Downend

Since becoming the form representative for Form Group 9L, Ryan has been really proactive in
leading discussions around fund raising for charities and has produced resources for other Form
Groups to use. He is always polite and hardworking, a real asset to our school. Sophie has 55
Achievement Points this half term and no Behaviour Points; she is a lovely student who works hard
and is a great role model for others.
Dominic and Nancy, two Year 7 students, both have 100% attendance and no lates. Dominic has 111
Achievement points this year and Nancy has a staggering 233! Dominic is a delightful young man and
Nancy has a quiet confidence and a real pride in everything she does.
Since moving to the Academy from Nigeria in September this year, Omogbolahan has worked
incredibly hard and has settled in very well. He has aspirations to work in the medical profession,
hopefully as a Doctor, and with his hard work and positive attitude, there is no reason why he
cannot succeed. Connor Downend, is one of our hard working 'always' students who always gets
things right and who earns PRIDE points every day. Connor routinely demonstrates the Academy
values of politeness, hard work and honesty on a daily basis.
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YEAR COUNCIL MEETINGS
Year Councils met this week to consider the progress they are making on their Action Plans. Each
Year Group is working on their own particular aspect of Academy life as detailed below:
Year 7:

Issues around Bullying

Year 8:

Attendance and Punctuality

Year 9:

Behaviour and Rewards

Year 10:

The Learning Culture of the Academy

Year 11:

Raising Aspirations, Student Progress and the Community

Each Year Group came up with lots of good ideas which they will consider and investigate over the
coming weeks.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to Dylan Woodier in Year 11, Sophie Anderson in Year 10 and Sadie Woodward in
Year 10 who have been nominated for this week’s awards!

Dylan has been nominated by the English Department as he has shown a real interest in and
commitment to his studies since September which has led to real improvements to the quality of his
work. Dylan worked hard for his pre public exams and was rewarded with an improvement in his
GCSE grade on the last set of exams that he sat.

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work

Sadie has been nominated by the Maths Department as she always displays a positive attitude to her
learning and clearly enjoys the subject. She works consistently hard throughout each lesson and it
has been a delight to see the progress she is making. Sadie is an excellent role model for others and
has an exemplary work ethic.
Sophie has been nominated by the Science Department for the passion she shows for the subject
and its application in the wider world. Sophie always works hard and has completed some excellent
practical work.
YOUR FUTURE?

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES
Personal Details
All parents will have received a copy of their child’s Personal Details which we currently hold on our
records. Please check, amend and return the sheet as soon as possible. It is really important that
parents and carers return this information so that we can update our records and ensure that the
details we have about your child are accurate.
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Billy Elliot
Tickets for Billy Elliot are now on sale from Student
Services. There will be three public performances
which will take place on Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th
and Thursday 8th December.
Tickets are priced at £5 for adults and £3.50 for
children and concessions. Alternatively, you can buy a
family ticket for two adults and two children at a cost
of £12.
‘Parentpay’
Wherever possible, we would like parents and carers to pay for all Academy trips and visits using
‘Parentpay’. If you are unsure how to use ‘Parentpay’, or you have lost your log-in details, please
contact Mr Wakefield in Student Services.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Academy will break up for the Christmas Holiday on Tuesday 20th December.
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