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LETTER FROM MR WILSON
Welcome to the latest edition of Newsflash.
Homework
Homework is really important; research shows very clearly that students who complete their
homework regularly, unsurprisingly, do better, achieve higher grades and have more choices and
opportunities when they leave school and move onto Further Education. Students who complete
homework practice and reinforce the skills and understanding that they have gained in lessons, they
make faster progress and the completed work gives their teacher valuable feedback on what they
understand and where they need support.
Perhaps most importantly, completing work at home establishes excellent habits and routines for
learning and demonstrates a real commitment to education, achievement and success. It also
teaches students the important skills and qualities of independent learning, self-discipline and
effective time management and prepares them for the expectations and demands of GCSE and A
Level courses.
Students who do not complete their homework are issued with a 30 minute detention and we
appreciate the support of parents when we need to use this sanction. Clearly, we would rather that
all students completed all of their homework to the best of their ability, and by the date set by the
teacher, and that there was no need for any sanctions to be used at all. To this end, I would ask that
all parents and carers check Planners and the Show My Homework website regularly and ensure that
their child completes the tasks and activities set.
Billy Elliot
The Academy production of Billy Elliot opens for its premier performance on Tuesday of next week,
with further performances on Wednesday and Thursday night too. The staff and students have put
in hours of work and preparation and I am sure that the production will be an outstanding success.
Good luck to everyone involved. Tickets are still available from Student Services and I hope that
parents, carers, family and friends will all come along and support the show.
Thank you for reading this edition of Newsflash and, as usual, I hope you have a good weekend.
Best wishes
Mr P. Wilson (Headteacher)
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GCSE COUNTDOWN
Year 11, you are now 12 weeks into your final year and there are only 19 school weeks left, just 95
days in school, until your first GCSE exam.
All Year 11 students will have received the results of their pre-public exams this week. Whilst many
students were very pleased with their results, some were disappointed. The main purpose of the pre
public examinations is to prepare you for your final GCSE examinations next summer, to find out
what you know and understand and to identify areas that you still need to work at. The pre public
exams will also have shown some of you that there are no short cuts and that the only way to
guarantee success is through hard work and thorough preparation. The important thing for all of you
is that you learn from the experience and any mistakes you may have made and give yourself the
best possible opportunity to succeed next summer.
IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK
The Chess Club challenge continues with Mr Wakefield registering a win for the teachers! The staff
are confident that, having given the students a head start, they will now go on to a comprehensive
victory.
Academy students help out with the Droylsden Foodbank Collection.
Year 11 GCSE PE students continue preparing for their forthcoming practical assessment at the
Manchester Climbing Centre.
Progress badges are awarded to around 400 students across the Academy. Further information
about the Progress badges will appear in next week’s edition of Newsflash.
The Academy holds its first ‘Maths Battle’ of the year. Again, further information can be found later
in this edition of Newsflash.
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HEADTEACHER’S CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to the following students who attended last week’s Headteacher’s celebration of
achievement:

Dzhan Sali Demi-Leigh Tighe Jack Godfrey Sara Hamdani
Aulon Behrami Cavan White Stephanie Akubuo

Dzhan and Demi-Leigh are both in Year 7. Dzhan is a lovely student who makes a positive
contribution to the Academy every day. He has 100% attendance, an amazing 160 Achievement
Points and 0 Behaviour Points. Miss Scantlebury describes Demi-Leigh as an amazing and wonderful
student, one of the most helpful students she has ever had in her form and who is an invaluable
member of the group!
Jack and Sara are both Year 8 students. Jack has had a great year so far and continues to work hard
in all subjects; he is described by all his teachers as a pleasure to teach. He is growing in confidence
and has very high expectations of himself and of the school. Sara has more PRIDE points than almost
any other student in the year group, 100% attendance, no Behaviour Points and a 100% homework
record. Sara is definitely one of our ‘always’ students who always gets things right.
Aulon is in Year 9, another ‘always’ student and a ‘zero hero’ with no Behaviour Points and no lates.
Aulon loves his sport and is currently the Academy’s best Table Tennis player!
Cavan and Stephanie are both Year 10 students. Cavan and Stephanie both model our values of
politeness, hard work and honesty on a daily basis and are an asset to our school. Both have 100%
attendance, perfect punctuality and no Behaviour Points.
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YEAR 7 PARENT TEACHER EVENING
The Academy would like to thank those parents and carers who attended Year 7 Parent Teacher
Evening last week. Altogether 130 students out of a total of 174 were represented by parents or
carers on the night, a turn-out of 75%. Feedback would suggest that the evening was very useful for
parents, students and staff.
Of the 95 parents who filled in an Academy questionnaire during the evening:










98% of them agreed that their child enjoys school and was happy at the Academy;
98% felt that their child was safe and well looked after;
97% felt that their child was making good progress;
99% felt that their child was taught well;
96% felt that behaviour was good;
94% felt that bullying was rare and that, if it did occur, it was dealt with well;
97% felt that they are kept well informed by the Academy and know what is going on;
99% would feel comfortable about contacting the Academy if they had any concerns; and
99% would recommend the Academy to other people if asked for their views.

Whilst the Academy is pleased that 75% of parents and carers were able to attend, and appreciate
the phone calls and emails from the parents who genuinely couldn’t come, we are concerned and
disappointed that 44 of our students were not represented at such an important evening where
progress, attainment, strengths and learning areas for development were discussed with subject
teachers. Evidence clearly shows that students who are actively supported in their education by
parents who attend such events as Parent Teacher Evenings do much better.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to Anastecia Asamoah from Year 9, Lisa Spencer from Year 10 and Natalie Hall from
Year 11 who have been nominated for this week’s awards!
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Anastecia has been nominated by the Science Department for a fantastic piece of work in discussing
the contributions of Franklin, Watson and Crick to our understanding of the structure of DNA!
Lisa has been nominated by the English Department as she never gives less than 100% and has made
great progress since starting her GCSE course in September.
Natalie has been nominated by the Mathematics Department as she always works hard, both in
lessons and at home. She is a great example to others in demonstrating that commitment and hard
work really do pay off, having achieved the highest mark in the class in the recent pre public exams.
Natalie is an excellent role model and takes pride in all she does.
YEAR 9 MATHS BATTLE!
Can you factorise 12ab – 8b2?
Can you make a the subject of this equation? v = u + at
Can you express 0.3 x 103 in standard form?
Can you calculate the value of 23.5 x 4.85 ?
0.485
These were just some of the questions in our first Maths Battle of the year between teams from the
X Half Year Group and the Y Half Year Group who took part in a keenly contested, highly competitive
and very enjoyable evening of mathematical skill, knowledge, and understanding.
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Congratulations to the X Half Year Team,
made up of Aaron Bamgbose, Billy
Zhang, Jack Gee, Emre Deniz, Abimbola
Akinwande, Autumn Holmes, Anastecia
Asamoah, Callum McKenna and Jonathan
Le on a magnificent victory…..

.....and commiserations to the Y Half Year
Team made up of Darrell Daniels, Liam
Oakes, Joe Davies, Brendan Bailey,
Thomas Belfield and Ange Tientcheu on a
narrow defeat.
Watch out for the re-match!

BILLY ELLIOT

There will be three public performances of Billy Elliot next week which will take place on Tuesday 6th,
Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th December.

Tickets are on sale from Student Services, priced at £5 for adults and £3.50 for children and
concessions. Alternatively, you can buy a family ticket for two adults and two children for £12.
Tickets cannot be purchased on the door on the night of the performance.

Be there!
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REMINDERS AND MESSAGES
Personal Details
All parents will have received a copy of their child’s Personal Details which we currently hold on our
records. Please check, amend and return the sheet as soon as possible. It is really important that
parents and carers return this information so that we can update our records and ensure that the
details we have about your child are accurate.
‘Parentpay’
Wherever possible, we would like parents and carers to pay for all Academy trips and visits using
‘Parentpay’. If you are unsure how to use ‘Parentpay’, or you have lost your log-in details, please
contact Mr Wakefield in Student Services.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Academy will break up for the Christmas Holiday at 12.00pm lunch time on Tuesday 20 th
December.
The Academy will re-open for students at the usual time of 8.30am on Wednesday 4th January.
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