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LETTER FROM MR WILSON
Welcome to the first edition of Newsflash for the new term.
Happy New Year
First of all I hope that you and your family had a lovely Christmas. I would also like to take this
opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year. I have really enjoyed the break and spending time
with my family although, with two young children and all the excitement that Christmas brings, I am
now pleased to be back at work! I hope that all our students enjoyed their break too and have
returned ready for another term of hard work, progress and personal achievement.
The Staff Training Day
The Academy re-opened for staff last Tuesday with a training day where we focussed on the
importance of thorough and effective planning and how this impacts on the quality of teaching and
learning. Staff attended a number of workshops looking at ‘assessment driven learning’, or how
information from assessments should be used to plan for the next lesson or sequence of lessons,
and how thoughtful and creative planning can design learning activities that make the most of every
minute of every day. Staff also spent time looking at the really important issue of how planning must
ensure that lessons engage and meet the needs of all students in the class. The recurring theme
across the day was one of hard work for both staff and students. All the workshops were led by
Droylsden staff and served to demonstrate, once again, some of the excellent practice that exists
across the Academy.
Staff training days are essential and I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that
these additional days have been created by taking a little bit off teachers’ holidays rather than
making the students’ holidays a little bit longer!
Attendance
Clearly, attendance at school is essential if students are to make progress. We currently have around
850 students on roll; 484 of them have attendance rates above 96% so far this year with 227 having
100% attendance. Unfortunately, 155 students are classed as persistent absentees with attendance
below 90%. Whilst a small number of our persistent absentees are genuinely unable to attend
regularly through no fault of their own, many are allowed to stay off for no good reason and their
attendance is a real concern. A letter about attendance will be coming out to all parents and carers
next week; please read this letter. Clearly, we hope that all those parents who do everything they
can to ensure their children attend will read the letter in the spirit in which it is intended.
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Thank you for reading Newsflash and, as usual, I hope you have a pleasant and relaxing weekend.
Best wishes
Mr P. Wilson
Headteacher
GCSE COUNTDOWN
Year 11, now that you have returned from the Christmas Holiday, there are only 17 school weeks
left, just 85 days in school, until your first GCSE exam.
You are now on the final lap of your five years at Droylsden Academy and, for most of you, your
future opportunities will depend on what happens over the next six months. There are no short cuts
or easy routes to exam success. Those of you who commit to your studies, work hard and prepare
thoroughly will do well; those of you who don’t will not. Take control of your future now.
Spanish speaking exams will be taking place next week on Monday 9th, Wednesday 11th and
Thursday 12th January. Please ensure your child revises thoroughly for these really important
exams.
We would like to remind the Parents/Carers of Year 11 students about the ‘Securing Success
Evening’ which will take place on Thursday 19th January from 5.30pm to 7.30pm. This is a really
important evening where we will provide advice and guidance on a number of important topics
including:
Revision skills: Understanding how your son/daughter will be revising and ways in which you can get
involved and help.
Health and Wellbeing: Making sure your son/daughter looks after him/herself so that they can
perform well throughout the exam season.
Maths: Top tips for revising and preparing for the Maths exams!
English: Helping your son/daughter revise for English and English Literature.
Science: Ways to revise topics for the Science exams.
Parents and Carers should have already received an invitation to the event and hopefully as many of
you as possible will be able to attend. A buffet will be served from 5.30pm to 6.00pm so, if possible,
we would like to know if you are coming so that we can get an idea of numbers. You can let us know
by going to parentvoice.droylsdenacademy.com and completing the online form or by using the link
on the main school website.
As you know, these final months are vital to your son/daughter’s future and will make a difference
for the rest of their lives. We are very keen to offer the best support we can and hope that,
together, we can ensure your child leaves the Academy with the very best qualifications that they
can.
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IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK
The Academy re-opened for students on Wednesday 4th January, following the Christmas break.
Welcome back from all the staff who hope that everyone has a happy, successful and rewarding
term.
A group of students visit Switzerland to see the Particle Accelerator at CERN and witness for
themselves how we are pushing back the boundaries of scientific exploration and understanding.
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The Academy holds a Standardisation and Moderation week to consider the work and progress of
students in Year 9.
The theme for Assemblies across the Academy is ‘Pride’.
Year 8 students who excelled
over the Autumn Term enjoy a
‘Rewards
Breakfast’.
Mr
Mortimer, their Year Leader, very
kindly offers to help eat the
croissants!

READING RESOLUTIONS!
To celebrate New Year, the Library is running a ‘Reading Resolutions’ campaign in
order to get the whole school thinking about increasing their reading. This can be
anything from reading a book a month to pledging to read a newspaper at the
weekend.
There are postcards in the library for you to fill in and a display
will be created of those resolutions to act as both a reminder
of your pledge and also as an inspiration to others. Please
help 2017 become Droylsden Academy's Year of Reading. For
further details see Mrs Godrich in the Library.
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HEADTEACHER’S CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to the following students who attended the Headteacher’s celebration of
achievement in the week before the Academy broke up for Christmas:

Taylor Bowd
Ali Youssaf

Michael Boateng Junior Robert Burke
Autumn Holmes Anastecia Asamoah

Taylor Bowd and Michael Boateng Junior are both Year 7 students. Michael has 270 Pride Points and
100% attendance. He always has a smile on his face and is a real asset to the Academy. Taylor is a
fantastic student who really gets involved in Academy life especially Sport. She recently represented
the Academy in the Tameside Cross Country Championships; she has 100% attendance and lots of
Pride Points.
Robert Burke is a student in Year 8. He recently won the Year 8 Cross Country Trials and also went on
to represent the Academy in the Tameside Cross Country Championships, racing against students
who were a year older! Robert is very modest about his achievements and his behaviour and
progress over the last term have also been excellent.
Autumn Holmes and Anastecia Asamoah are both Year 9 students. Autumn is fantastic member of
the Academy. She is one of the first students to arrive in the morning, is always positive and she
always has a smile on her face. Autumn plays the Piano at Year 9 Assemblies and regularly competes
in Martial Arts outside of school. Autumn always works hard and is on target to achieve her target
grades. Anastecia only recently joined the Academy and has proved to be a great addition to the
Year Group. She works incredibly hard, has no Behaviour Points and achieved a fantastic 16 Pride
Points in the last five days alone! Anastecia has settled in really quickly and has a really positive
group of friends.
Ali Youssaf is in Year 10. He is hardworking and polite and had the most Pride Points in the Year
Group last term. Ali is a credit to his family and to the Academy.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to Efua Okoduwa, in Year 8, and Davina Mistry, in Year 11, who have been
nominated for this week’s awards!

Efua has been nominated by the English Department as he is an enthusiastic and resilient learner
who always does his best. His work improves every day and he constantly challenges himself to be
better.
Davina has been nominated by the Maths Department. She is an excellent Mathematician and in the
recent Pre-Public Examinations achieved the highest score in the Academy. She always works to the
very best of her ability and really enjoys solving difficult Maths problems. Davina works hard out of
lessons as well as in class and is an excellent role model to her peers.
REMINDERS AND MESSAGES
Year 8 Parent Teacher Consultation Evening will take place next week on Thursday 12th January. All
Parents/Carers will have received a letter and a text about the evening with instructions on how to
make appointments to see their child’s teachers. If you would like another copy of the letter or you
would like help in making your appointments, please contact Student Services who will be pleased to
assist you.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Academy will be holding a ‘Securing Success’ Evening for Year 11 students, and their
parents/carers, on Thursday 19th January. Further details can be found under ‘GCSE Countdown’.
The Year 9 ‘Maths Battle’ will take place in the Atrium on Friday 27th January.
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‘Walking Talking Mocks’ in Maths and Science will take place for Year 11 students in week beginning
Monday 30th January.
Students studying Drama from Years 9, 10 and 11 will be visiting the Lowry Theatre Wednesday 1st
February to watch a performance of ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night’.
Year 9 examinations will be held in week beginning Monday 6th February.
Students studying Performing Arts from Years 9, 10 and 11 will be taking part in a residential
workshop in Conway on the weekend of Friday 10th February to Sunday 12th February.
The Year 11 GCSE practical Music examination will take place on Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th
February.
Year 10 and 11 Drama students will take part in a workshop with ‘Frantic Assembly’ on Tuesday 14th
February.
The Academy will break up for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 17th February at the usual time of
2.35pm.

On behalf of the Academy, Mr Wilson and Mr Duncan would like to wish
all our students and their families a Happy New Year.

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work

