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LETTER FROM MR WILSON
Welcome to Edition 16 of Newsflash for this academic year.
Our values
As you will be aware, our Academy values are based firmly on the three core principles of Politeness,
Hard Work and Honesty or, as identified in the Academy logo, PH2. We feel strongly that if we can
instil these important qualities in all our students, they will develop into happy and successful
learners who will go on to make a positive contribution to our community.
We constantly reinforce the importance of politeness, hard work and honesty and I hope that, as a
staff, we model these qualities for the students every day. We also remind students about what hard
work means for them at school and how this links into the Academy Rewards System based on PRIDE
points.
PRIDE Points
P stands for Presentation and if students work hard, they will take PRIDE in their written work,
ensure that the Academy guidelines are followed to the letter and produce excellent notes. Clearly,
some people are neater than others and all that we ask is that every student produces the best
written work that they can.
R stands for Resilience and if students work hard, they will complete the most challenging work and
tasks that they are able to rather than looking for an easier or simpler option. They will take PRIDE in
persevering when the work is difficult, instead of just giving up and asking their teacher or a friend
for the answer. A resilient student will be tired at the end of a lesson!
I stands for Independence and if students work hard, they will ask and answer questions in class,
plan tasks and activities carefully and complete work at home, or in their free time, as well as during
lessons. Independent learners will take PRIDE in researching their own work and look for additional
information and resources.
D stands for Deadlines and if students work hard, they will plan and prepare carefully, use their time
effectively and always hand in their assignments or homework on time and with PRIDE.
E stands for Excellence and if students work hard, they will do all of the above and always proof
read, check and look to improve their work whenever possible. Excellence means always doing the
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very best that you can and making the most of every opportunity that you have. Excellent work is
done with PRIDE and is of a high quality.
When you are looking through your child’s books and homework, please talk to them about PRIDE
and encourage them to apply the key principles from above. Clearly, if we work together and talk
about the same expectations, we are more likely to instil the important qualities of a hard work in all
of our students.
Thank you for reading this edition of Newsflash and, as always, I hope you have a good weekend.
Best wishes
Mr P. Wilson
Headteacher
GCSE COUNTDOWN
Year 11, now that you have returned from the Christmas Holiday, there are only 16 school weeks
left, just 80 days in school, until your first GCSE exam.
Students have taken their Spanish Speaking exams this week. We hope that they have gone well.
We hope that all parents and carers of Year 11 students will be able to attend the Academy ‘Securing
Success’ Evening next week on Thursday 19th January. All parents and carers will have received a
letter about the event already and full details were included in last week’s Newsflash. As you know,
these final months are vital to your child’s future and will make a difference for the rest of their
lives. We are very keen to offer the best support possible and hope that, together, we can ensure
your child leaves the Academy with the very best qualifications that they can.
All Year 11 students now have new timetables for this term which include the evenings and subjects
that they are required to attend for Lesson 6. If Lesson 6 is on your child’s timetable on any
particular day, then the lesson is compulsory and he or she must attend. Please look at your child’s
timetable over the weekend to check which days they will be staying late after school this term. The
Lesson 6 timetable for the year group as a whole is detailed in the table below:
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Lesson 6 subjects running on that evening
Expressive Arts & Spanish
11X Science, 11Y Maths, French & Photography
English, Computing, Product Design, Business Studies & Catering
11Y Science & 11Y Maths
PE, Health & Social Care, History, Geography & Art

Students will receive rewards for attending Lesson 6 and working hard but, equally, sanctions will
apply to those students who do not attend and who miss this important opportunity to support,
reinforce and develop their knowledge and understanding.
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IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK

The Assembly theme of the week is one of Motivation for
students in Year 11 and Resolutions for students in Years 7 to
10.
Year 11 students go orienteering and climbing as part of their
GCSE PE course.

The Academy holds a Parent Teacher Consultation Evening for students in Year 8.
The Academy holds a Standardisation and Moderation week to consider the work and progress of
students in Year 8.
YOUR FUTURE?
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to Demi Stringer from Year 9, Joe Keenan from Year 8 and Jack Taylor from Year 7
who have been nominated for this week’s awards!

Demi has been nominated by the Maths Department as she works extremely hard in every lesson,
always takes great care with her presentation, shows resilience and never gives up! Demi is a
pleasure to teach and is a great role model for other students in the class.
Joe has been nominated by the English Department as he always works hard, produces work of a
really good standard and always meets his deadlines.
Jack has been nominated by the Science Department as he works hard 100% of the time and
contributes very insightful comments to class discussions. His presentation is of the highest standard
and his homework is always of a superb quality. His recent work on calculating Rf values in
chromatography and the efficiency of electrical appliances was at GCSE level, not bad for a Year 7
student!
YOUR VIEWS AND SUPPORT ARE REALLY IMPORTANT

Many of you will have filled in our parent questionnaire when you have attended a
Parent Teacher Consultation Evening. We are really grateful for your views and
opinions; they help us identify what we need to do to improve further and ensure
that the Academy is a good school for all our students.
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Whether you have filled in a questionnaire before or not, we are asking if parents will complete a
similar one on the OFSTED website. Simply google OFSTED Parental Questionnaire or visit the site
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk and you will find some simple instructions that will help you
complete their form. The site will ask you to register with them first but this really is very quick and
easy to do.
OFSTED sometimes think that if only a few people complete their online
questionnaire, then parents and carers at that school are not interested in their
child’s progress or education. The fact that you are reading this week’s edition
of Newsflash shows that this is absolutely not the case. We hope that you will
take a few minutes to complete the survey and would like to thank you in
anticipation of your support.
DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD NEWS
Students who chose to do their physical or skill section in Basketball
have now completed their 3 month training course with the
Manchester Giants and are a quarter of the way through their
Award already!
Congratulations to Miss Hutchinson who completed the special
Diamond Award which was set up to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the programme. Over the last year she has given up
her time as a volunteer to raise funds for charity and to support her
local ‘Friends of the Park’ group. Miss Hutchinson says that if she
can achieve an award then anyone can!
Students have had their first session learning Sign
Language. The sessions will now run every Tuesday after
school. In the first session we learnt the alphabet, simple
greetings, how to say our names and questioning words
such as who, what, when, where and why. This was all in
one session!
Expeditions will be running later this year in June with the
training starting in March.
All students that are signed up to the Award are expected
to meet in the atrium at 2.35pm every Wednesday, even if
it is just to hear some notices. Students should bring their
activity logs to show their progress.
Any new students who would like to take part are very welcome! Come along, raise your aspirations
and expectations and broaden your horizons! Don’t leave it too late!
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CALLING ALL HARRY POTTER FANS!
Calling all Harry Potter fans! To celebrate
International Harry Potter Night next month, the
Library will be organising another Hogwarts
House Quiz! The format will be similar to last
time with teams made up of two members of
staff and five students per house. The staff team
leaders are entirely responsible for training their
wizard/witch recruits. As with the last quiz, the
questions will be set purely on the information
from the seven Harry Potter books and not
necessarily, therefore, from the movies!
The event will take place in the Atrium on Thursday 9th February at 3.30pm, after Lesson 6, and will
be fancy dress.
Staff or students wishing to take part should send Mrs Godrich an owl, drop her a roll of parchment
or send her a Hippogriff feather to let her know of their intentions! May the best house win!
FREE ONLINE SAFETY SESSIONS FOR DROYSDEN PARENTS AND CARERS
Tameside Libraries are running free sessions to help parents and carers keep their children safe
online. As part of the workshops, parents can bring in their children’s phone, tablets and laptops for
hands-on help in updating security and privacy settings.
The sessions, delivered by MadLab, focus on child sexual
exploitation, cyber bullying, online shopping, radicalisation, eating
disorders and protecting personal information and images.
There are two separate one-hour sessions that parents, carers and
youth workers can book onto. The first is an introduction to the
dangers of being online, and offers practical advice about online
safety, and the second workshop will provide practical help with
updating devices with security settings.
For further information and to book onto a session please visit:
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/libraries/events/onlinesafety
REMINDERS AND MESSAGES
The Academy will be holding a ‘Securing Success’ Evening for Year 11 students, and their
parents/carers, on Thursday 19th January. Further details can be found under ‘GCSE Countdown’.

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Year 9 ‘Maths Battle’ will take place in the Atrium on Friday 27th January.
‘Walking Talking Mocks’ in Maths and Science will take place for Year 11 students in week beginning
Monday 30th January.
Students studying Drama from Years 9, 10 and 11 will be visiting the Lowry Theatre on Wednesday
1st February to watch a performance of ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night’.
Year 9 examinations will be held in the week beginning Monday 6th February.
Students studying Performing Arts from Years 9, 10 and 11 will be taking part in a residential
workshop in Conway on the weekend of Friday 10th February to Sunday 12th February.
The Year 11 GCSE practical Music examination will take place on Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th
February.
Year 10 and 11 Drama students will take part in a workshop with ‘Frantic Assembly’ on Tuesday 14 th
February.
The Academy will break up for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 17th February at the usual time of
2.35pm.
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