Newsflash
Edition 17: Friday 20th January 2017

LETTER FROM MR WILSON
Welcome to this week’s edition of Newsflash.
National recognition for our work with Shakespeare
Hot on the heels of our success in the National Shakespeare Schools Festival with our production of
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ at the Contact Theatre, I am delighted to report that another group of
Academy students have now won a prestigious award in a national competition! The competition,
run by the Cambridge University Press, invited students to produce, video and submit their own
interpretation of a scene from a Shakespeare play. Congratulations to Molly Palmer, Noelly
Nkombo, Lisa Spencer, Louise Shaw, Megan Wright, James Hesketh, Sheona Thomas, Chloe Howard
and Taylor Stelfox who were all involved in the winning production and to Mrs Fernandez, Miss
Scantlebury and Mr Dalrymple for working with and supporting the group as they prepared and
videoed their performance. Further information about this wonderful achievement can be found
inside this week’s Newsflash and is yet further testament to the wonderful talent that we have at
the Academy.
Academy examinations
As you will be aware, students take examinations as they move up through the Academy from Year 7
and not just in Year 11. We know that exams lower down the school help to establish and develop
good habits, attitudes and routines, in terms of preparation and commitment, that are needed for
public examinations at GCSE, A Level and beyond. The students who are best prepared for their
GCSE examinations in Year 11 are almost always the ones who were best prepared for their exams in
Years 7, 8, 9 and 10; the good habits and attitudes demonstrated by these students were not learnt
over their final year in school, they were developed and embedded over five years.
Year 9 examinations
Examinations will be held for Year 9 students in the week beginning Monday 6th February. Year 9
examinations represent an important milestone in a child’s education and measure both the
progress made that year as well as the progress towards Key Stage 3 targets at the end of that year.
This information is also used to identify strengths and weaknesses and help staff decide on teaching
sets and groups for the next academic year and the beginning of Key Stage 4. Similarly, and possibly
more importantly, the examination results will help inform option choices and option pathways for
students as they start their GCSE courses in Year 10. All students in Year 9 should now be revising for
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their forthcoming exams and I hope that parents and carers will encourage their child to prepare
thoroughly at home, so that he or she can achieve the very best grades that they possibly can.
Thank you for reading this week’s edition of Newsflash and, as usual, I hope you have a pleasant
weekend.
Best wishes
Mr P. Wilson
Headteacher
GCSE COUNTDOWN
Year 11, there are only 15 school weeks left, just 75 days in school, until your first GCSE exam.
We would like to thank those Parents/Carers of Year 11 students who attended the ‘Securing
Success Evening’ which was held this week. We hope that you found the evening useful and
informative and that, as a result, both you and your child feel more confident and better prepared
for the coming months and the formal exams in the summer.
Year 11 students have taken part in Maths Intervention Days this week; the Mathematics
Department hope that the students have found the additional support useful.
Year 11 students have also taken part in Science ‘Coursework Catch-up’ sessions. Elsewhere in
Science, students have been investigating the effect of surface area on rates of reaction!
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IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK
The Assembly theme of the week focuses on prejudice.
Year 11 students go orienteering and climbing as part of their GCSE PE course.
The Academy holds a Securing Success Evening for Year 11 students and their parents and carers.
‘Tough Cookies’ vist the Academy to lead sessions with Year 9 students on the issues of ‘sexting’ and
the appropriate use of social media.
HEADTEACHER’S CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to the following students who attended the Headteacher’s celebration of
achievement last week:

Freya Short

Festus Uchechukwu Chale Mollie Kearney
Lewis Astle Hannah Carling

Festus and Freya are both in Year 7. Festus is described by his Year Leaders as a delightful young
man who encompasses all the Academy values. He has achieved 116 PRIDE points this year, is a real
team player and is also a member of the Year Council. Freya is a wonderful student too who always
has a smile on her face. She is always caring and helpful toward her peers and is progressing
incredibly well in all of her lessons.
Mollie is a Year 9 student who always works hard and has achieved the highest number of PRIDE
points in the Year Group since returning after the Christmas Holiday. Mollie always demonstrates
our core values of hard work, politeness and honesty and is an asset to Academy
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Lewis and Hannah are two ‘Zero Heroes’ from Year 10 with no Behaviour Points, no absences and no
late marks. Lewis has earned 74 PRIDE points and Hannah has 56. They are both fantastic students
and a real credit to themselves, their families and the Academy.
REMEMBER YOUR READING RESOLUTIONS!
To celebrate the New Year, the Library has been running a ‘Reading Resolutions’
campaign in order to get the whole school thinking about increasing their reading. This
can be anything from reading a book a month to pledging to read a newspaper at the
weekend.
There are postcards in the library for you to fill in and a display will be
created of those resolutions to act as both a reminder of your pledge
and also as an inspiration to others. Please help 2017 become
Droylsden Academy's year of reading. For further details see Mrs
Godrich in the Library.

YEAR 8 PARENT TEACHER EVENING
The Academy would like to thank those parents and carers who attended Year 8 Parent Teacher
Evening last week. Altogether 114 students out of a total of 169 were represented by parents or
carers on the night, a turn-out of 68%. Feedback would suggest that the evening was very useful for
parents, students and staff.
Of the 54 parents who filled in an Academy questionnaire during the evening:










98% of them agreed that their child enjoys school and was happy at the Academy;
100% felt that their child was safe and well looked after;
100% felt that their child was making good progress;
100% felt that their child was taught well;
100% felt that behaviour was good;
100% felt that bullying was rare and that, if it did occur, it was dealt with well;
96% felt that they are kept well informed by the Academy and know what is going on;
100% would feel comfortable about contacting the Academy if they had any concerns; and
100% would recommend the Academy to other people if asked for their views.

Whilst the Academy is pleased that 68% of parents and carers were able to attend, and appreciate
the phone calls and emails from the parents who genuinely couldn’t come, we are concerned and
disappointed that 55 of our students were not represented at such an important evening where
progress, attainment, strengths and learning areas for development were discussed with subject
teachers. Evidence clearly shows that students who are actively supported in their education by
parents who attend such events as Parent Teacher Evenings do much better.
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MORE SUCCESS WITH SHAKESPEARE!
Congratulations to Molly Palmer, Noelly Nkombo, Lisa Spencer, Louise Shaw, Megan Wright,
James Hesketh, Sheona Thomas, Chloe Howard and Taylor Stelfox, the winning team in a national
competition run by the Cambridge University Press where schools were invited to perform their
own adaptation of a scene from a Shakespeare play!
The students chose to perform Act 3 Scene 4 from Macbeth where Banquo’s ghost returns. The
performance can be watched by clicking on the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZsbA7AJCzI
This is a really prestigious award and the whole Academy, and particularly Mrs Fernandez, Miss
Scantlebury and Mr Dalrymple who worked with and supported the group as they prepared and
videoed their performance, are proud of you! The group are pictured in the photo below with Miss
Scantlebury having enjoyed a celebratory afternoon tea with Mr Wilson.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to David Hankinson from Year 11 and Sarah Spike and Stephanie Akubuo, both from
Year 10, who have been nominated for this week’s awards!

David has been nominated by the English Department for his excellent work ethic. He is constantly
aiming to improve his work, always listens carefully to the advice and guidance of his English
teachers and then acts on it. David is determined to achieve the best GCSE grade he can and is a
great example to the rest of his group.
Sarah has been nominated by the Science Department for her hard work and focus during lessons.
Sarah always takes a lot of pride in her presentation and her book is excellent. Similarly, she always
is always keen to complete more challenging extension questions whenever she can.
Stephanie has been nominated by the Maths Department. She is an incredibly polite and
hardworking student who never fails to give less than 100% effort in everything she does. Her
presentation is always beautiful and she is meticulous with all homework and classwork. Her
consistent effort to strive for challenge and extension is admirable and a brilliant example to others!
REMINDERS AND MESSAGES

This is a reminder that Tameside Libraries are running free sessions to help parents
and carers keep their children safe online. As part of the workshops, parents can
bring in their children’s phone, tablets and laptops for hands-on help in updating
security and privacy settings. The sessions, delivered by MadLab, focus on child
sexual exploitation, cyber bullying, online shopping, radicalisation, eating disorders
and protecting personal information and images.
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There are two separate one-hour sessions that parents, carers and youth workers can book onto.
The first is an introduction to the dangers of being online, and offers practical advice about online
safety, and the second workshop will provide practical help with updating devices with security
settings.
For further information and to book onto a session please visit:
http://www.tameside.gov.uk/libraries/events/onlinesafety

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The Year 9 ‘Maths Battle’ will take place in the Atrium on Friday 27th January.
‘Walking Talking Mocks’ in Maths and Science will take place for Year 11 students in week beginning
Monday 30th January.
Students studying Drama from Years 9, 10 and 11 will be visiting the Lowry Theatre on Wednesday
1st February to watch a performance of ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night’.
Year 9 examinations will be held in the week beginning Monday 6th February.
Students studying Performing Arts from Years 9, 10 and 11 will be taking part in a residential
workshop in Conway on the weekend of Friday 10th February to Sunday 12th February.
The Year 11 GCSE practical Music examination will take place on Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th
February.
Year 10 and 11 Drama students will take part in a workshop with ‘Frantic Assembly’ on Tuesday 14th
February.
The Academy will break up for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 17th February at the usual time of
2.35pm.
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