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INTRODUCTION FROM MR WILSON
Welcome to this week’s edition of Newsflash.
With the start of the written GCSE examinations upon us, I would like to formally wish our Year 11
students the best of luck. I hope that your hard work and commitment pays off and I look forward to
your results in August. Similarly, I hope that the Academy examinations have gone well for Year 8
students this week and that Year 7 students are well prepared for their examinations which will start
in the week beginning Monday 22nd May.
Please can all parents and carers support the Academy in reminding their child that large sized
bags of crisps or snacks and fizzy or sugary drinks are not allowed in school. We wish to encourage
students to adopt a healthy and active lifestyle and eating a large pack of crisps or snacks, the
equivalent of 3 or 4 normal sized packets is, clearly, not good for you. Students may bring in the
normal or ‘ordinary sized’ bags of crisps or snacks but the larger packs and any fizzy or sugary drinks
will be confiscated if they are found in a student’s possession.
Thank you for reading Newsflash and, as usual, I hope you have a good weekend.
Best wishes
Mr P. Wilson
Headteacher
GCSE COUNTDOWN
The 18 students studying the International GCSE in English took their first exam today and will take
the second examination next week on 10th May. Examinations involving the rest of Year 11 start in
the week beginning Monday 15th May. The examination timetable for week beginning 15th May is
shown over the page.
Attendance at school over these last few weeks is absolutely essential so that each student is fully
prepared for every examination. Any absence may mean that a student misses that vital piece of
information or advice that could lead to a higher grade. Any student should only be off from school
if the absence is absolutely unavoidable.

Remember, attendance at school every day is absolutely crucial.
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Examination timetable for week beginning Monday 15th May.
Please note that there are no examinations scheduled for Monday 15th May or Wednesday 17th May.
Date

Session
Morning

Examination

Afternoon

French Listening Paper (Foundation and Higher Tiers)
French Reading Paper (Foundation and Higher Tiers)
Core Science: Biology (Foundation and Higher Tiers)

Morning

Core Science: Chemistry (Foundation and Higher Tiers)

Afternoon

Urdu Listening Paper (Foundation and Higher Tiers)
Urdu Reading Paper (Foundation and Higher Tiers)
Spanish Listening Paper (Foundation and Higher Tiers)
Spanish Reading Paper (Foundation and Higher Tiers)
PE: Theory of Physical Education
Portuguese Written Paper

th

Tues 16 May

th

Thurs 18 May

Morning
th

Fri 19 May
Afternoon

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK
Year 10 students visit the Machester Climbing Centre as part of their GCSE PE Course.
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The Academy holds a Standardisation and
Moderation week to consider the work and progress
of students in Year 11.
The Assembly theme for the week is ‘Hard work’.
The Academy holds examination week for students
in Year 8.
The MFL Department screen ‘Charlie et la
Chocolaterie’ the French version of the Roald Dahl
classic children’s story. The second part will be
shown next week.
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HEADTEACHER’S CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT
Congratulations to the following students who were invited to attend last week’s Headteacher’s
celebration of achievement:

Courtney Green Max Gee Kacey McGowan Cameron Turner
Chantel Massey Joshua Kenyon Sophie Shaw Liam Cook

Courtney and Max are both in Year 7. Courtney is incredibly enthusiastic and conscientious and is
the epitome of a hard working student. Recently, she asked her Maths teacher for extra work so that
she could meet her target level, a great example to others! Max has 100% attendance and 168 PRIDE
Points. He is a talented and hard working student too and has already met his end of year targets.
Kacey and Cameron are both Year 8 students. Cameron works incredibly hard, even when things
don't come easily to him, and never gives up. He is a resilient student with lots of character,
qualities which will ensure success in the future. Kacey is a polite, friendly young lady who has one of
the best attendance and behaviour records in the year group!
Chantel and Josh are both in Year 9. Chantel is lovely, hardworking, polite and happy student who
always has a smile on her face! She has 97% attendance and is always positive, a great example and
role model to the rest of the Year Group. Josh has recently joined the Academy and has settled in
very well. Feedback from his teachers suggests that that he is hard working and a pleasure to teach
and it is no surprise that he is already picking up PRIDE points, 9 in the last week alone!
Sophie and Liam are both Year 10 students. Sophie has 100% attendance, 85 PRIDE Points, 0
Behaviour Points and an average hard work score of a Grade A across all her subjects. Liam has
98.9% attendance and only 1 late mark despite the fact he travels all the way from Oldham every
day. Liam also has an average hard work score of a Grade A across all his subjects and, as a talented
performer, took one of the lead roles in this year’s Academy production of ‘Billy Elliott’. Both Sophie
and Liam are real assets to our school!
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THANK YOU
We were contacted by the Police recently and asked to pass on their thanks to three of our students,
Charlie Marvel, Ellie Sutton and Izzy Phillips, all in Year 7. Charlie, Ellie and Izzy had been travelling
together on a bus over the weekend when they found a wallet containing cash and credit cards. The
three girls had no hesitation in handing the wallet in so that it could be reclaimed by a very lucky
owner who probably thought that it was the last he had seen of it. Well done on your honesty
Charlie, Ellie and Izzy, you are a real credit to your families and to the Academy.

HAVE YOUR SAY ON UNIFORM
The standard of Uniform at the Academy is good and we would like to thank all parents and carers
for their support in ensuring that their child is smart, presentable and correctly dressed.
The only real uniform concern that we have is with skirts. There are so many different styles and
lengths of skirts that it is often confusing for parents to know which are acceptable for school and
which are not. Although we have tried to introduce guidelines, different people can interpret them
in different ways and it can be very difficult to get a consistent view.
This, of course, is a problem faced by many schools and not just the Academy. With this in mind, an
increasing number of schools are moving to a ‘trousers only’ uniform policy where all students, girls
and boys, wear trousers.
Many of our girls do already wear trousers and we would be interested in your views and opinions
on whether we should move to a ‘trouser only’ policy at Droylsden next year or not. Please email us
with your views on haveyoursay@droylsdenacademy.com so that we can take these into account
when we make our decision on uniform policy for next year.
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VACANCY FOR A PARENT GOVERNOR
Parent Governor
There is a vacancy for a Parent Governor on the Academy’s Governing Body.
Parent Governors play an important role as members of the Governing Body, which is responsible
for directing the conduct of the school and for promoting high standards of educational
achievement. The term of office for Parent Governors is four years. Details of the role of the
Governing Body and Governor can be found on the Academy website. Induction and ongoing
training and development are available to all Governors.
If you would like to stand for election, please read the
information on the Academy website and arrange for the
nomination form to be completed online no later than Monday
15 May 2017.
Mr Nils Elgar
Clerk to the Governing Body
YEAR 9 PARENT TEACHER EVENING
The Academy would like to thank those parents and carers who attended Year 9 Parent Teacher
Evening earlier this half term. Altogether 97 students out of a total of 150 were represented by
parents or carers on the night, a turn-out of 65%. Feedback would suggest that the evening was very
useful for parents, students and staff.
Of the parents who filled in an Academy questionnaire during the evening:










100% of them agreed that their child enjoys school and was happy at the Academy;
97% felt that their child was safe and well looked after;
100% felt that their child was making good progress;
100% felt that their child was taught well;
95% felt that behaviour was good;
94% felt that bullying was rare and that, if it did occur, it was dealt with well;
94% felt that they are kept well informed by the Academy and know what is going on;
91 % would feel comfortable about contacting the Academy if they had any concerns; and
100% would recommend the Academy to other people if asked for their views.

Whilst the Academy is pleased that 65% of parents and carers were able to attend, and appreciate
the phone calls and emails from the parents who genuinely couldn’t come, we are concerned and
disappointed that 53 of our students were not represented at such an important evening where
progress, attainment, strengths and learning areas for development were discussed with subject
teachers. Evidence clearly shows that students who are actively supported in their education by
parents who attend such events as Parent Teacher Evenings do much better.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to Isaac Lewis from Year 7, Morgan Schofield from Year 10 and Kessandra Ndlovu
from Year 11 who have all been nominated for this week’s awards!

Isaac has been nominated by the English Department as he is a hardworking student who produces
exceptional classwork and homework. His recent homework on Shakespeare's Early Life was
outstanding. He is a great role model to his peers and he should continue working at a high
standard. Well done!
Morgan has been nominated by the Science Department as she is an extremely hard worker. She
starts every lesson prepared to challenge herself; she is also not afraid to ask for support when she
needs it and is always looking for ways to improve. Morgan is a positive role model to the other
students in her class and will support others as a lead learner.
Kessandra has been nominated by the Maths Department as she is a shining example of the
Droylsden values and always works her hardest for the full one hour lesson. She embraces
challenging tasks and works resiliently, never giving up. Her problem solving skills have improved
hugely this year, largely because of her hard work and perseverance, and she is now able to apply
her understanding to many different mathematical scenarios. She is regularly the first to finish tasks
and often gives up her time after school to stay behind and complete additional work. Well done,
Kessandra!
THE LOCAL OFFER
Do you have concerns about your child’s development?
The Local Offer, which can be accessed at www.tameside.gov.uk/localoffer on the Tameside Council
Website, should be the first port of call for anyone who has concerns about their child’s
development.
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It is aimed at all families who feel their children may need some extra help because of additional
needs. This could be anything from emotional, physical, behavioural or medical needs to learning to
read or a profound disability.
The Local Offer webpage signposts to all the services and support available for children and young
people aged 0-25 with special educational needs and disabilities. It informs families what they are
entitled to while also helping them to make informed decisions. As well as linking to individual
school and private and voluntary nursery offers, the Local Offer covers other services and support
such as SENDIASS (Tameside Special Educational Needs and Disability Information, Advice and
Support Service), voluntary organisations and local activities.
Parents and carers are encouraged to seek advice as soon as they identify any concerns so that
children can receive all the support they may need from the earliest opportunity.

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES
Year 7 Parent Teacher Evening is on Thursday 18th May. All parents and carers should have received
a letter with further information about the evening. Please contact Student Services if you have not
received this letter or if you would like help in booking your appointments.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Year 7 exams will take place in the week beginning Monday 22nd May.
The Year 9 ‘Maths Battle’ will take place in the Atrium on Friday 12th May.
The Academy will close for the half term holiday on Thursday 25th May. Please remember that all
Year 11 students must attend the Academy on Friday 26th May to sit their GCSE English Literature
examination.
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