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INTRODUCTION FROM MR WILSON
It has been a very difficult week for Manchester with the appalling attack that took place at the
M.E.N. Arena last Monday evening. The minute silence we held in memory of the young people that
lost their lives was impeccably observed and our thoughts and prayers are with their families and all
those that have been affected by this horrific incident. As one of our year 7 students wrote:
‘I’m not going to beat about the bush, I feel atrocious about this matter. I don’t understand who in
their right mind would want to make children and adults suffer like this. I think they (the attackers)
feel that they have no purpose in life so they inflict pain on others. We have a lot of questions to ask
that man but unfortunately they will never be answered.’
One clear aim of the extremists is to divide us and create anger, hatred and mistrust; we must not
let this happen. We are a happy community at the Academy, with staff and students from many
different countries and backgrounds; there are solid, lifelong and enriching friendship groups across
different cultures and religions and, as a school, we will continue to do all we can to encourage
tolerance and understanding and a mutual trust and respect. If a parent of a child from any
background is concerned that he or she is being influenced by extreme views, please seek the advice
and support of the appropriate agencies or your community or, indeed, school.
Away from the horror and sadness of the week’s events, we break up for the Whitsun Half Term
Holiday today. Can I remind all Year 11 students that they, of course, have their GCSE English
Literature examination tomorrow, Friday, and will be expected in by 8.30am as usual. Can I also
remind Year 11 students of the importance of attending the holiday revision programme.
Thank you for reading Newsflash. I hope that you enjoy a pleasant Bank Holiday Weekend and that
your child has a good half term holiday.
Best wishes
Mr P. Wilson
Headteacher
GCSE COUNTDOWN
Year 11 students are now well into their final GCSE examinations and we hope that the first two
weeks have gone well. The examination timetable for the first week back after the half term holiday,
week beginning Monday 5th June, can be found over the page.
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Examination timetable for week beginning Monday 5th June.
Date

Session
Morning

Examination
History: Medicine and Public Health

th

Mon 5 June
Afternoon
Morning
Afternoon

English Language Paper 1
Edexcel English Paper 1
Geography Paper 2 (Foundation and Higher Tiers)

Morning

Computing: Computer Systems and Programming

th

Tues 6 June

th

Weds 7 June
Afternoon
Morning
th

Thurs 8 June

Edexcel Maths Calculator Paper 2 (Foundation and Higher Tiers)
AQA Maths Paper 2 (Foundation Tier)

Afternoon
Morning

Additional Science: Biology (Foundation and Higher Tiers)

Fri 9th June
Afternoon

Music
Portuguese: Reading and Writing

Holiday Revision Programme
Study sessions will run over the half term holiday as detailed in the table here. Students must attend
these sessions; they are essential preparation for the GCSE papers that follow.
Date
Tuesday 30th May

Morning session
(9.30am – 12.00pm)
Science

Wednesday 31st May

Maths

Thursday 1st June

English
Geography (Mrs Banks’s Group)
Product Design
Geography (Mr Jackson’s Group)

Friday 2nd June

Afternoon session
(12.30pm – 3.00pm)
Science
History

Product Design
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Top Revision Tips!
1. Start revision early.
2. Do small chunks of revision…. and do this often.
3. Make a plan and then stick to it.
4. Get plenty of sleep and rest inbetween revising.
5. Exercise when you get the opportunity, preferably outside so that you get some fresh air too.
6. Eat healthily! A banana will sustain you for longer than a biscuit!
IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK
Year 7 students celebrate their improvements and successes over the year so far.

The Assembly theme for the week is PRIDE.
Year 9 students hold a Charity Week to raise money for good causes.
The Academy holds its examination week for Year 7 students. We hope that they have gone well.
The results will be used to help inform sets and teaching groups for September when the students
move up into Year 8.
The Academy holds a Standardisation and Moderation week to consider the work and progress of
students in Year 8.
Year 10 students visit the Manchester Climbing Centre as part of their GCSE P.E. Course.
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YEAR 9 PARENT TEACHER EVENING
The Academy would like to thank those parents and carers who attended Year 7 Parent Teacher
Evening earlier this half term. Altogether 140 students out of a total of 182 were represented by
parents or carers on the night, a turn-out of 77%. Feedback would suggest that the evening was very
useful for parents, students and staff.
Of the 77 parents who filled in an Academy questionnaire during the evening:










99% of them agreed that their child enjoys school and was happy at the Academy;
99% felt that their child was safe and well looked after;
100% felt that their child was making good progress;
100% felt that their child was taught well;
93% felt that behaviour was good;
94% felt that bullying was rare and that, if it did occur, it was dealt with well;
98% felt that they are kept well informed by the Academy and know what is going on;
99 % would feel comfortable about contacting the Academy if they had any concerns; and
98% would recommend the Academy to other people if asked for their views.

Whilst the Academy is pleased that 77% of parents and carers were able to attend, and appreciate
the phone calls and emails from the parents who genuinely couldn’t come, we are concerned and
disappointed that 42 of our students were not represented at such an important evening where
progress, attainment, strengths and learning areas for development were discussed with subject
teachers. Evidence clearly shows that students who are actively supported in their education by
parents who attend such events as Parent Teacher Evenings do much better.
Thank you to our trainee prefects from Year 10, David Ojo, Sam Aro, Louise Shaw and Sophie Shaw
for staffing Reception and the signing desk throughout the evening …..

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work

….. and to Natalie Comer and Ben Sheldon for serving the refreshments!

OUTSTANDING PROGRESS
Obada Rajjoub joined the Academy in Year 7 last September having
moved to the UK from Syria. When Obada joined us he had very little
written or spoken English.
Recently, Obada’s English group debated the motion that ‘we have no
control over our fate or destiny’. Obada opposed the motion and
wrote and delivered the following speech, arguing that we can
influence and determine our own future:
‘Today I will be debating the motion that you don't always need to
believe in fate or destiny. My first reason that I am going to propose
this is that you don't need to believe in fate or destiny if you already
believe in yourself. For example, when you get a test if you study
more you will do better. If you do not study you will not get a very
high mark.
Another reason is when you feel strongly positive. When you think about it and what you want, you
tend to move towards it. For example, if someone wants to be the Prime Minister it's not about fate
or destiny it's about how much you work hard towards that goal.
Another example is when you want to be the best student in Year 7. You can only do it when you
believe in yourself and you work hard.
Finally, the motion should not be supported for all the reasons I have said.
Thank you for listening.’
This is a remarkable piece of work for a student who has only been learning English for 9 months and
absolute testament to the fact that we can, with hard work and self-belief, shape our own futures.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to Sheona Thomas from Year 10 who
has been nominated for this week’s award!
Sheona has been nominated by the Mathematics
Department. Sheona models the Droylsden values at
all times; she is an incredibly polite and hardworking
student. Throughout the year, she has consistently
embraced any challenges she faces and her resilience
with topics she finds difficult is admirable. Well done
Sheona, you are a great role model for others.

DROYLSDEN VALUES
Mr Wilson received the following email from a member of the public this week.
‘I would like to let you know that this evening I found a lost dog near Tesco. I stopped my car and got
out to catch her and was helped by two young boys who were very concerned about her safety. I told
the two boys I was going to take the dog home, rehydrate and cool her down and make some calls to
see if I could track down the owner.
The two boys told me that they were in Year 7 at Droylsden Academy. The boys were really
concerned and I am contacting you as I wanted to let the boys know that I managed to return the
dog to her home. I also wanted to tell you how polite, helpful and caring the two students were. Well
done to both the school and the parents for producing two such good lads, their parents should be
really proud of them.
I know you might not be able to track down the
boys but it would be nice if they were able to know
the dog was returned safe.’
After a little investigating, we discovered that the
two boys were Ben Shaw and Shemaiah
Acheampong.
It is always lovely to receive messages like this
from the public. Well done to Ben and Shemaiah,
you are a credit to the Academy.
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REMINDERS AND MESSAGES

The Academy will close for the half term holiday on Thursday 25th May. Please remember that all
Year 11 students must attend the Academy on Friday 26th May to sit their GCSE English Literature
examination.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The Academy will re-open after the half term break on Monday 5th June at the usual time of 8.30am.
The Academy will celebrate ‘National Sports Week’ from 19th to 23rd June.
Year 10 Pre-Public Examinations will take place between Monday 26th June and Wednesday 5th July.
The Year 11 Prom will be held on Monday 3rd July.
The Year 10 Geography Residential Field Trip to Llandudno will take place over the week of Sunday
9th July to Saturday 15th July.
Achievement Evening for students in Years 7 to 10 will take place on Tuesday 18th July.
The Academy will close for the Summer Holiday on Thursday 20th July for students and on Friday 21st
July for staff.

Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work

