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Droylsden Academy is a good school 

 

 

 

Open Evening 

 

We held our annual Open Evening last week when we invited Year 5 and 6 pupils from local primary 

schools, along with their families and other members of the community, to visit our school. Over 

1,500 people attended the evening and it was lovely to hear so many positive comments from our 

visitors.  

 

Around 200 students gave up their time to attend the Open Evening and help staff with displays, 

activities and performances. They were an absolute credit to their families, and to the Academy, and 

many of our visitors commented on how friendly, confident, polite and helpful our students were. 

Thank you, in particular to our Head Students, Pippa Mansell and Neha Nasrullah and Year 7 

students Ishaque Al Rayan and Millie Smith who, along with our Co-Headteachers Mrs Arnold and 

Mr Mayell, gave a presentation about the Academy, which was then repeated later in the evening, 

to two packed audiences.       

 

As you may be aware, the current Year 7 is full and oversubscribed and, for the fifth successive year, 

we have a waiting list of students who wish to join us. Early Indications from last week are that the 

Academy will be a popular choice again in 2024.  

 

 

IN THE NEWS THIS WEEK 
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Science 

 

Year 10 have been investigating how light intensity affects the rate of photosynthesis by counting 

how many bubbles of oxygen are produced in a set period of time. In photosynthesis, plants use light 

energy to make glucose and oxygen from carbon dioxide and water. The quicker the bubbles of 

oxygen are being produced, then the faster the rate of photosynthesis!  

       

        6H20 + 6CO2  →   C6H12O6 + 6O2 
 

Meanwhile, at Einstein Club, students have been 

heating magnesium ribbon in a Bunsen burner 

flame. When the magnesium heats up, it burns 

with a bright flash as it reacts with oxygen in the 

air to make magnesium oxide. Another 

interesting and enjoyable meeting for our 

budding scientists!    

                 
                   Mg + O2  →   2MgO 

 
 

 
Food and Nutrition 
 
In Food and Nutrition, Year 8 

students have been learning about 

cooking different meats and how 

to avoid cross contamination. The 

group then applied their new 

knowledge and skills in preparing 

a beautiful Bacon and Cheese 

Risotto!   
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Year 10 ‘Drop Down Day’ 

 

Year 10 took part in a ‘Lifeskills Drop Down Day’ this week where 

their normal timetable was suspended and they attended a series of 

alternative workshops and presentations instead. The theme for the 

day was ‘The Future’ and, amongst other things, the students 

considered ‘Future Aspirations and the Route to Success’, 

Apprenticeships, University Life and Study Skills. The students also 

attended mock interviews with representatives from the local 

business community, having applied for posts advertised at a fictional 

company earlier in the term. The year group were invited to attend 

the day in ‘appropriate dress’, in preparation for their interviews, and 

they all looked very smart too! 

 

Thank you to all our visiting presenters and guests for supporting the 

event and for your feedback on the quality of engagement and the 

positive attitudes displayed by our students. Well done Year 10 on 

making the day an interesting, informative, enjoyable and successful 

one!          



Great learning through politeness, honesty and hard work 

 

 

This week’s brightest Sparx! 

 

Congratulations to Edwin Ikechukwu, Bana Oubaid, Sophie 

Dean, Kiki Akingbogun and Jia Rui Fang who were the brightest 

Sparx for last week having attempted the most questions on the 

interactive Maths website.  

 

As Parents and Carers will be aware, Sparx is an online Maths resource which students can log onto 

at any time to practise and reinforce or develop their understanding of a topic, revise and complete 

homework tasks. Students are awarded ‘XP Points’ every time they attempt a question and evidence 

clearly shows that regular use of Sparx boosts a child’s GCSE Grade. Parents and Carers can receive 

Sparx updates for their child by email and we hope that they will encourage their child to use this 

brilliant resource regularly at home.  

 
Year 7 Geography Fieldwork 
 
Over the last week, students from Year 7 have been taking part in their first piece of Geography 

fieldwork, researching traffic and road safety in the vicinity of the Academy. The students have been 

looking at the immediate road links, junctions and services around the school and will now analyse 

their data and findings back in the classroom. We look forward to your analyses and conclusions!  
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History 
 

In History this week, students from 7D took part 

in a ‘mock’ archaeological dig to find Anglo-

Saxon artefacts. Amongst their findings were 

ancient belt buckles, crockery, tomb engravings 

and purses which the group used to assess what 

life was like for people living in Anglo-Saxon 

England! Over the next few weeks, Year 7 will 

continue to look at what life was like for live for 

people living in England pre 1066 before William 

the Conqueror arrived from Normandy!   

 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Mayvel Quaicoe, Nawaab Faial and Nathan Philip, all from Year 8, and Oscar Doe 

Ncha from Year 11 who have all been nominated as Student of the Week. 

 

Mayvel has been nominated by the Maths Department as he has a really positive attitude to learning 

and is developing a genuine resilience when approaching some of the more difficult topics that the 

group are covering. Mayvel is willing to put in the hard work to ensure that he makes great progress 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
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and actively contributes in lessons too, by volunteering answers and joining in with class 

discussions. Well done Mayvel and keep it up! 

 

Nawaab has been nominated by the English Department for his outstanding work and effort in 

lessons. He always applies the skills he has learned with diligence and his contributions to class 

discussions are superb. Similarly, his ideas are insightful and creative and his response to teacher 

feedback is detailed and developed. Well done Nawaab, you have an amazing work ethic and will 

make great progress! 

 

Oscar has been nominated by the Science Department as he has a great attitude to learning and is a 

really positive presence in the classroom. He works hard both in and out of lessons, as demonstrated 

by his exceptional performance in his recent bi-weekly assessment, in which he tackled the 

challenging Higher course content for the first time. Well done Oscar, you really deserve to do well!  

 

Nathan has been nominated by the RE Department as ‘Philosopher of the Week’ as he shows a real 

commitment and positivity to his learning in every lesson. Recently, in a ‘Do Now’ activity, Nathan 

was able to list all 66 books from the Bible and categorise them as from either the Old or New 

Testament, showing a really in depth knowledge and understanding which he was happy to share 

with his peers. Well done Nathan and thank you for your contribution to our lessons!   

 

 

 

Year 11, there are only 24 school weeks left, just 120 days in school, until your first GCSE exam.  

 

By now, you should all have an idea what you may want to do when you leave Droylsden at the end 

of this academic year. It is important, however, that you get as much information as you can about 

the different colleges you can apply to and the courses and qualifications on offer. There will be lots 

of Open Days or Events over the coming term and it is important that you visit as many as you can so  

 

that you can start to make informed decisions about your future. Details of the Open Days at 

Clarendon Sixth Form College and Tameside College can be found below:       

 

 

GCSE COUNTDOWN 
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Key Dates 

 
Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening will be held on Thursday 12th October. 
 
Your first set of Pre Public Examinations will take place from 13th to 23rd November. 
 
Your second set of Pre Public Examinations will take place from 5th to 25th February. 
 
A second Year 11 Parent/Carer Evening will take place on Thursday 7th March.  

 

 

And next week we will be serving… 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Meat 

Option 

Chicken Curry & 

Rice 

Beef Burger in a 

Bun & Wedges 

Roast Dinner Spicy Beef Kebab 

on Khobez Bread 

Fish, Chips & 

Peas     

Vegetarian 

Option 

Spicey Bean 

Burger 

Cheese Whirl, 

Beans & Mash 

Veggie Roast 

Dinner 

Veggie Chilli & 

Rice 

Veggie Sausage 

&, Chips  

Lighter Bites 

 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato 

& Filling 

Jacket Potato & 

Filling 

Jacket Potato 

& Filling 

We also have a ‘Grab & Go’ Menu. The Menu for next week is:  

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Fish Fingers on a 

Bun 

Giant Hotdog A large slice of Pizza Spicy Beef in a 

Wrap 

Pepperoni & 

Cheese Quesadilla 

 

Finally, we also have a Menu for the meals we serve from the Pod. The Menu for next week is:   

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Chicken, Rice & 

Curry Sauce 

BBQ Pasta Bake Chilli Beef Pin 

Wheel & Salad 

Mac & Cheese Fried Chicken, Chips 

& Corn 

UPDATE FROM THE CATERING TEAM 
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The Tameside Local Offer for families and carers of children with special educational needs. 

 

Have your say on the new Local Offer website for families and carers and of children with special 

educational needs and disabilities. Please click the link below to access the website and tell us what 

you think! 

   

Tameside have created an online question form which can be completed here 

  

https://forms.office.com/e/NTSFC8Wi8k 

  

The deadline for completion is 10.00am on Monday 9th October. 

Thank you 

Aldwinians R.U.F.C. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 

https://forms.office.com/e/NTSFC8Wi8k
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Online Safety 
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Year 11 Parent Teacher Evening will be held on Thursday 12th October. 

 

The Academy will break up for the Half term Holiday on Friday 20th October. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute 

through School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher , Tame River 

Teaching and Curriculum Institute. 

 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE 

with Ebacc, Art, RE, Computer Science and MFL.  

 

School Direct allows Trusts and schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and 

focus of the training, in line with national standards for teachers.  

 

Our new Trust, Tame River Educational Trust, plays host to training and placements in very strong 

schools (Mossley Hollins High School, Ofsted Good, and Droylsden Academy, Ofsted Good) and we 

are working in partnership with other schools in Tameside.   Bursaries are available!  

 

For further information please contact e.duggan@tret.org.uk 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options  

Apply here https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training Course Provider Code 2A1 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A CAREER IN TEACHING? 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training%20Course%20Provider%20Code%202A1

